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Introduction: 
Welcome to the 2006 Drop Away Rest Face-Off.  The focus of this event is Drop 
Away Rests that highlight the “cutting edge” of those products currently available 
in the archery marketplace.  The goal is to provide those archers who enjoy 
hunting with appropriate information for aiding in the purchasing process.  That 
being said, this evaluation is by no means conclusive; some tests could not be 
performed due to limitations in resources, time, or budget.  Each archer should 
assess what is important to him or her and interpret the results accordingly.  We 
hope that we have been able to address the issues concerning most 
“demanding” archers with regards to Drop Away arrow rests. 
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Evaluators: 
The individuals involved in this assessment have no affiliation with any of the 
participating companies.  We do everything possible to remain objective 
throughout the testing process and hope that this is reflected in the presentation 
of the results. 
 
Test Categor ies: 
Each company was asked to provide the drop-away rest that they felt best 
represented their company and would best suit the following criteria: 
 

·  Abrasion / Noise 
·  Adaptability 
·  Adjustability 

·  Containment 
·  Craftsmanship / Quality 
·  Functionality 

 
Note: The criteria outlined in this evaluation were deemed to be the important factors to 
consider for a drop away rest.  This evaluation in no way represents all areas that are 
important to archers.  Personal experience and preference was used to derive these 
criteria. 
 
Guidelines: 
A score sheet is provided for each section of the test.  In these score sheets, the 
criteria listed in blue font represent areas where points were assigned 
individually. The items in black font are measurements that were taken to provide 
relevant information in determining what the point amount should be for a given 
rest.  The maximum amount of points available is listed underneath the title of 
each section. 
 
A results table is also provided for each section of the test.  In this table, the 
companies that ranked in the Top 5 for that category are listed.  This is done 
to provide information on the best performing arrow rests for a given test, without 
ªblastingº those rests that may not have done well when compared against the 
competition but still perform the function.  Please note that when a tie occurs, the 
rests are listed in alphabetical order based on company name. 
 
Participants: 
The Face-Off participants are as follows: 
 

·  Alpine Archery 
·  APA Innovations 
·  Cavalier  
·  Cobra 
·  Copper John 
·  Doty Manufactur ing Inc. 
·  HHA 
·  HTM 

·  Muzzy 
·  New Archery Products  
·  PSE 
·  Ripcord 
·  Schaffer  
·  Trophy Taker  
·  Vapor Trail
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Weight: 2.402 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Rimpac (launcher) 
Finish Options: Grey Anodized 
MSRP:  $49.99 
Warranty: Lifetime Warranty 
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Weight: 2.624 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Brass 
Options: Black Anodized 
MSRP: $89.63 
Warranty: Limited Lifetime Warranty due to manufacturers defect 

� � � � ��� � �� � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � �� � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � �� � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � �� � � �� � � 	 � ����
Weight: 3.318 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Delran, Brass 
Finish Options: Black Anodized 
MSRP: $69.95 
Warranty: Lifetime Warranty, no exceptions 

� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � � ����
Weight: 2.350 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Delran, Brass  
Finish Options: Black Anodized, Mystic 
MSRP: $56.95 
Warranty: Warranted to be free from defects in both workmanship and materials. 
All metal components are covered by “No hassle Lifetime Warranty”  
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Weight: 2.690 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum 
Finish Options: Black Anodized 
MSRP: $64.95 
Warranty: One full year 

� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
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Weight: 2.174 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Delran  
Finish Options: Black Anodized 
MSRP: $110.00 
Warranty: Lifetime Warranty 

$ $ � �� %$ $ � �� %$ $ � �� %$ $ � �� %&&&&' ( ( (' ( ( (' ( ( (' ( ( ( ����
Weight: 3.315 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Steel, Teflon 
Finish Options: Black Anodized 
MSRP: $64.95 
Warranty: Lifetime Warranty 
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Weight: 4.426 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Brass, Teflon 
Finish Options: Black Anodized 
MSRP: $94.45 
Warranty: Lifetime Warranty on manufacturer defect; one full year on everything 
else 
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Weight: 3.107 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Delran, Nylon 
Finish Options: Black, Black Anodized  
MSRP: $71.95 
Warranty: 30-day money back guarantee 
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Weight: 3.989 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Delran, Nylon 
Finish Options: Black Anodized  
MSRP: $99.99 
Warranty: Lifetime Warranty 
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Weight: 3.398 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Nickel, Brass 
Finish Options: Black Matte  
MSRP: $79.99 
Warranty: Limited lifetime warranty to the original owner only for the life of the 
product from date of manufacture. 

,,,, �� � � � ��� � � � ��� � � � ��� � � � � ����
Weight: 3.664 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Delran 
Finish Options: Black Anodized, Camo  
MSRP: $95.50 
Warranty: Lifetime warranty 
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Weight: 2.854 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Oilight 
Finish Options: Black Anodized, Camo (3 types) 
MSRP: $109.99 
Warranty: Lifetime warranty for original owner 
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Weight: 2.580 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Stainless Steel 
Finish Options: Black Anodized, Silver, Camo  
MSRP: $79.99 
Warranty: Unconditional lifetime warranty 

- � � � � �� � � ���. �� � �� � �� � �- � � � � �� � � ���. �� � �� � �� � �- � � � � �� � � ���. �� � �� � �� � �- � � � � �� � � ���. �� � �� � �� � � ����
Weight: 2.832 Oz. 
Materials:  Aluminum, Spring Steel 
Finish Options: Black Anodized, Silver  
MSRP: $85.00 
Warranty: Lifetime warranty 
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Below is a list of innovative and unique features provided by each individual rest; this list is not inclusive of all of the 
features of a given rest, but highlights those that were felt to be important by the evaluators.  This portion of the 
evaluation is meant to highlight some of the technology used by various manufacturers to provide great products to 
the consumer.  The order of the list is alphabetical and has no correlation to a comparative ranking.   
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Arrow Rest Features 
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 � 	 �� � � � � ���� Built-In arrow holder; sealed ball bearings 
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 � � �� � � � � � ���� Total containment; Teflon slick tubes 

� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 � ���� Delay spring; Able to be placed in fixed position for adjustments 

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � !� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � !� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � !� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � ! ���� Built-in arrow holder; Quick connect bracket 

� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � � ���� Adaptable to left or right hand; Mole skin wrapped launcher 
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 ��� ���� Cord Lock Technology; Soft O-ring launcher 
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Adjustable prongs; adaptable to down cord or cable slide 
attachment 
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Ability to pre-set in the up position; once at full draw, becomes 
drop-away 
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 �1( ( &&&&� �� �� �� � ���� Adaptable to left or right hand; patented cable attachment 
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ªSmartº technology at the launcher head; micro-adjustable drop 
speed 
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 � � � � � � � � � � � ! ���� Full capture platform; oversize adjustment screws 
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, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
 ���� Ability to pre-set in the up position; full containment until let-down 

� � 	 � � � �� � 	 � � � �� � 	 � � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � � � � '� � � � � '� � � � � ' ����
Adaptable from drop-away to fixed position rest; Built-in launch pad 
dampener 
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 � � ���� Oversized stainless steel launcher; oversized adjustment screws 

- � � � � �� � � ���. �� � �� � �� � �- � � � � � � � � ���. �� � �� � �� � �- � � � � � � � � ���. �� � �� � �� � �- � � � � � � � � ���. �� � �� � �� � � ���� Free floating launcher blade at full draw; attaches to upper limb 
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The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 7 
 
Objective:  The objective of this section is to determine the noise output properties inherent to each individual 
rest. 
 
Rationale:  The noise inherent to each rest is relatively easy to measure and this type of testing eliminates a 
number of variables.  These variables include the addition of silencing material, restriction of range of motion, and 
riser/shelf configurations.  In general, bows are noisier during a shot than an arrow rest is.  That being said, this 
assessment is not testing bows; the focus is drop-away arrow rests.  There is also potential for the noise output of 
the arrow rest to add to the overall noise output of a bow, depending on the frequency of the noise that both the 
bow and the rest make.  Future noise output tests could utilize a more sophisticated, expensive sound level meter 
to characterize frequency responses of each rest relative to a bow. 
 
Procedure:  Each rest is mounted and tuned for both center-shot and elevation on a Ben Pearson Stealth bow 
per the manufacturers’ direction (with the exception of the Schaffer MAT-1, which was adjusted for use on a 
Switchback XT).  No adjustments are made to spring tension; in this respect, the noise output tests are performed 
on the rest as it is out of the package.  Each rest is then affixed to a wooden test jig mount.  An Extech Instruments 
Digital Sound Level Meter is mounted on a tripod and positioned 18 inches in front of the wooden test jig mount, 
with the microphone level to the rest mounting arm.   The digital sound meter frequency weighting was set to ‘A’ 
(which allows the meter to respond as the human ear would) with the ªMax Holdº feature implemented from shot to 
shot to capture the peak noise output.  A loop is created in the rope of each rest (where applicable); this loop is 
used to connect a TruFire dual caliper release to simulate a firing.  Seven (7) sound measurements are taken 
(dBA), with the lowest and highest measurements being excluded from the results.  The remaining five (5) 
measurements are then averaged to determine the noise output inherent to the rest.  An assessment is made as to 
whether or not the launcher makes contact with the riser shelf during a normal shot sequence (using high speed 
video), and one (1) point is awarded for those rests that do not cause any additional noise output based on that 
contact. 
 
Assumptions:  An assumption associated with this test is that the sample size of seven simulated firings, with 
five measurements being used for averaging, is sufficient to correctly characterize the noise output inherent to the 
rest.  Another assumption is that launcher contact with the shelf requires additional noise dampening materials (felt 
or others) to be installed to reduce noise output, which may or may not exceed the noise inherent to the rest itself. 
 
Score Sheet: 
 

Noise Output                                                                                                                                
(Reference Figure 1 & Figure 2) 

Noise Output Yes = 1, No = 0  

- Average noise output during simulated firing (noise inherent to rest; dBA) 
Average over 5 

shots 
- ratio with respect to lowest noise output x 6  Ratio 
- Launcher contact with riser during shot (Reference No Riser Contact Video)  

 
Results: 
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Arrow Rest Noise Output (pts) Rank 

� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( ( &&&&� �� �� �� � ���� 7.0000 1 
� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � ' ���� 5.4186 2 
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 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � ! ���� 5.0188 3 
� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
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 � � �� � � � � � ���� 4.5671 5 
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Figure 1 Noise Output Test Setup 

 
Figure 2 Noise Output Test Setup Close-up 
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The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 5 
 
Objective:  The objective of the Adaptability test is to provide information about possible finishes, upgrades, 
modifications or other adjustments/options that may be available for a given rest to help assess versatility.   
 
Rationale:  The number of configurations, adaptations, or upgrades a given rest provides equates to the number of 
different applications a rest can be used for. 
 
Procedure:  Literature and information provided by each manufacturer, along with on-line research, were used to 
assess this category. 
 
Assumptions:  The more adaptable a rest is to different configurations, the more versatile it is and the more 
marketable it is for future resale. 
 
Score Sheet:   
 

Adaptability 

Adaptability Yes = 1, No = 0  
 - adaptable to fixed position  
 - adaptable to different launchers  
 - adaptable from cable slide to down cord attachment (vice versa)  
 - number of finishes available  

 - ratio with respect to greatest number of finishes Ratio 
 - adaptable to left or right hand  

 
Results: 
 
 

����
Arrow Rest Adaptability (pts) Rank 

� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � ' ���� 3 1 
� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � � ���� 2.25 2 

� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 � ���� 2.25 2 
� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � � ���� 2.25 2 

� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( ( &&&&� �� �� �� � ���� 2.25 2 



� � � � 
 � � � 	�	� �  

Content © 2006 Anthony Barnum. All rights reserved. 
10 

� � 3) 
 
 � � ���
 !� � 3) 
 
 � � ���
 !� � 3) 
 
 � � ���
 !� � 3) 
 
 � � ���
 ! 0000����
The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 24 
 
Objective:  The objective of the adjustability test is to provide insight into the amount of adjustment a given rest 
has.  It does not make a qualitative assessment of how much adjustment is good enough to fit most bows, whether 
that be in center-shot or elevation adjustments.  In fact, most manufacturer's rest is capable of fitting the three most 
popular bows on the market (Bowtech Tribute, Hoyt Trykon, Mathews Switchback XT) with the exception of those 
rests that are bow specific (e.g. Schaffer MAT-1).  In these cases, the manufacturer provides alternate models of the 
same rest that will fit each of these bows. 
 
Rationale:  The more adjustable a given drop-away rest is, the more versatile it is and the more bows it will fit out 
of the box.  Range of adjustment is important for this reason, but an assessment is not made as to how much 
adjustment is adequate.  This is solely a test of total adjustability. 
 
Procedure:  Each rest is inspected individually to assess the ability to adjust launcher prongs, the whole launcher, 
windage (center-shot), elevation, the shaft about which the launcher rotates, and drop speed.  Points are awarded for 
calibrated and micro adjustments.  Each section is treated independently:  for example, if the launcher arm is moved 
in order to set center-shot, this capability is captured in the launcher adjustment category but not the windage 
adjustment category. 
 
Assumptions:  Assumptions were made that the adjustment categories represent those types of adjustments that 
are important to most archers.  No additional adjustment types were considered. 
 
Score Sheet: 
 

Adjustability 
Prong Adjustment Yes = 1, No = 0  

 - prongs adjustable  
Launcher Adjustment Yes = 1, No = 0  

 - how far (left/right measurement)  
 - ratio with respect to greatest launcher adjustment distance Ratio 

 - calibrated launcher adjustment  
 - distance between calibration marks (measurement)  
 - inverse ratio with respect to highest calibration mark distance Ratio 

 - micro launcher adjustment  
 - launcher adjustable about axis (rotation)  
 - launcher adjustable for height travel  

 - micro-adjustable  
 - launcher adjustable for drop distance (independent of height travel)  

 - micro-adjustable  
Windage Adjustment Yes = 1, No = 0  

 - how far (left/right measurement)  
 - ratio with respect to greatest windage adjustment distance Ratio 

 - calibrated windage adjustment  
 - distance between calibration marks  
 - inverse ratio with respect to greatest calibration mark distance Ratio 

 - micro windage adjustment  
 
 
Continued on next page:
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Continued from previous page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Results: 

Adjustability 

Elevation Adjustment Yes = 1, No = 0  
 - how far (up/down measurement)  

 - ratio with respect to greatest elevation adjustment distance Ratio 
 - calibrated elevation adjustment  

 - distance between calibration marks (measurement)  
 - inverse ratio with respect to highest calibration mark distance Ratio 

 - micro elevation adjustment  
Shaft Adjustment Yes = 1, No = 0  

 - shaft adjustment (rotation)  
 - calibrated shaft adjustment (rotation)  
 - micro shaft adjustment (rotation)  

Drop Speed Yes = 1, No = 0  
 - adjustable spring tension / drop speed  
 - calibrated tension adjustment  
 - micro tension adjustment  

Arrow Rest Adjustability (pts) Rank 

%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
 ���� 8.8526 1 
� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � �� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � �� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � �� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (
 �1( (
 �1( (
 �1( ( &&&&� �� �� �� � ���� 7.6061 2 

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � !� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � !� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � !� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � ! ���� 7.3408 3 
� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � '� � 	 � � � � � � � � � ' ���� 7.2400 4 

� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � � ���� 7.2205 5 
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The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 1080 
 
Objective:  The objective of this test is to measure the containment properties of each arrow rest in the un-drawn, 
drawn and let-down positions both with and without attachable arrow holders, as applicable. 
 
Rationale:  Each rest is subjected to containment tests both with and without arrow holders installed, where 
applicable.  This was done to simulate containment in the manufacturers' intended configuration, as well as a 
simulation of hunting situation where the arrow holder may be forced off.  For those rests that do not come with add-
on arrow holders, duplicate measurements were inserted from the ªno holderº measurements into the ªwith holderº 
measurements.  This allows credit for those manufacturers who provide arrow holders without penalizing those who 
do not. 
 
Procedure:  Each rest is attached to the bow (Right handed Ben Pearson Stealth used throughout testing with the 
exception of the Schaffer MAT-1, which was attached to a Switchback XT) and tuned for center-shot and elevation per 
the manufacturers detailed instructions.  The bow is then mounted to the test jig, which allows for unobstructed, 360 
degree rotation around a set axis.  An arrow is nocked and set on each rest as it would be in a normal situation (Note:  
Arrows used for this test were Easton Explorer 340 cut at 28.625º with 100 grain field tips).  The test jig is then 
slowly rotated in the counter-clockwise direction until the arrow falls off the rest; at this point an angle measurement is 
taken with an inclinometer.  These measurements are repeated for the un-drawn, drawn, and letdown positions both 
with and without attachable arrow holders in place, where applicable, until consistent results are achieved. 
 
Score Sheet: 
 

Containment   
(Reference Figure  3 & Figure 4) 

Un-Drawn Position (no holder)  Out of 180 degrees  
 -  number of degrees until arrow falls out of rest  

Drawn Position (no holder) Out of 180 degrees  
 -  number of degrees until arrow falls out of rest  

Let-down Position (no holder) Out of 180 degrees  
 -  number of degrees until arrow falls out of rest  

Un-Drawn Position (with holder where applicable) Out of 180 degrees  
 -  number of degrees until arrow falls out of rest  

Drawn Position Out of 180 degrees  
 -  number of degrees until arrow falls out of rest  

Let-down Position (with holder where applicable) Out of 180 degrees  
 -  number of degrees until arrow falls out of rest  

 
Results: 
 

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

Arrow Rest Containment (pts) Rank 

� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� � � � � 
 �� � 
 � � � �
 
 � � �� � � � � � ���� 1080 1 
� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � ! ���� 968 2 

, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
, �� � � � � � � � � � � �, � 
 
 ���� 822 3 
� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( ( &&&&� �� �� �� � ���� 778 4 
$ �$ �$ �$ � � �� � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � � &&&&� � 
 �� � � � � � � � !� � 
 � � � � � � � � � !� � 
 � � � � � � � � � !� � 
 � � � � � � � � � ! ���� 702 5 
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Figure 3 Containment Test Setup 1 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4 Containment Test Setup 2 
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The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 5 
 
Objective:  The objective of the Craftsmanship test is to provide an assessment of simplicity, number of tools 
provided and calibration line characteristics (where applicable).   
 
Rationale:  For a given rest, the fewer parts/ moving parts needed to perform the function of a drop-away, the 
better for the consumer.  The fewer parts you have, the less risk there is of parts failing while in the field.  Also, 
the fewer tools that are required for a given rest, the more convenient it is for the archer to make any adjustments 
that may be necessary.  Permanently etched calibration lines can not be ªrubbedº off; marked calibration lines 
may rub off, but in general any calibration line provides a visual cue for aiding in the tuning process.  This type of 
design thoughtfulness comprises Craftsmanship. 
 
Procedure:  Literature and information provided by each manufacturer, along with inspection of each product, 
is used to assess this category.  Washers, stickers and ropes are excluded from the ªnumber of partsº 
assessment.  All moving parts are counted in the ªnumber of moving partsº assessment (including those parts that 
are attached to moving parts).  The total number of tools needed for normal adjustment and lock-down, along with 
installation of arrow holders (where applicable), are included in the ªnumber of tools necessaryº assessment.  The 
number of tools provided by each manufacturer for their respective rest is assessed in ªnumber of tools providedº.  
Permanent calibration lines (e.g. laser etched or machined) are assessed by inspection.  Marked calibration lines 
(e.g. stickers or ªpaintº) are also assessed by inspection. 
 
Score Sheet: 
 

Craftsmanship  

Simplicity  
 - number of parts (excluding washers, stickers, ropes)  

 - inverse ratio with respect to lowest number of parts Ratio 
 - number of moving parts (all that move during drop cycle)  

 - inverse ratio with respect to lowest number of moving parts Ratio 
Tools  

 - # of tools necessary  
 - inverse ratio with respect to lowest number of tools required Ratio 

 - # of tools provided  
 - ratio with respect to number of tools required for individual rest Ratio 

Calibration Lines Yes = 1, No = 0  
 - permanent (machined / laser etched) calibration lines (1 point each instance)  
 - marked calibration lines (0.5 points each instance)  
 - ratio with respect to highest number of calibration line points  Ratio 

 
Results: 
 

Arrow Rest Craftsmanship (pts) Rank 

� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � � ���� 3.4667 1 
� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � �� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � �� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � �� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � � ���� 3.4000 2 

� �� �� � �� 	 �
 � � � � ��
 � � � � 
 � 	 �� � � � �� �� �� � �� 	 �
 � � � � ��
 � � � � 
 � 	 �� � � � �� �� �� � �� 	 �
 � � � � ��
 � � � � 
 � 	 �� � � � �� �� �� � �� 	 �
 � � � � ��
 � � � � 
 � 	 �� � � � � ���� 3.1667 3 
%%%%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
 ���� 3.0497 4 

� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ��� ���� 2.9000 5 
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� � � � � � � � � � �4 ) � ��
 !� � � � � � � � � � �4 ) � ��
 !� � � � � � � � � � �4 ) � ��
 !� � � � � � � � � � �4 ) � ��
 ! 0000����
The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 8 
 
Objective:  The objective of the Appearance Quality test is to assess markings, due to tooling / extrusion or 
care of handling, that appear on each rest. 
 
Rationale:  Tooling / Extrusion marks are visible through anodized or film dipped finishes.  Scuffs and chips in 
the finish are very visible.  This test has no relevance regarding how each rest functions.  But, you have just spent 
your hard-earned money on a rest; shouldn't it look good? 
 
Procedure:  Out of the box, each rest is inspected for Tooling / Extrusion marks on the attachment arm, 
elevation adjustment arm, windage adjustment arm, and the launcher/launcher arm where applicable.  A point is 
awarded if no marks appear on these areas of each rest.  The same procedure is used for assessing Scuffs / 
Chips. 
 
Score Sheet: 
 

Quality of Appearance 

Tooling / Extrusion Marks Yes = 1, No = 0  
- Tooling / Extrusion Marks on Attachment Arm  
- Tooling / Extrusion Marks on Elevation Adjustment Bar  
- Tooling / Extrusion Marks on Windage Adjustment Bar  
- Tooling / Extrusion Marks on Launcher / Launcher Arm  

Scuffs / Chips Yes = 1, No = 0  
 - Instance on Attachment Arm   
 - Instance on Elevation Adjustment Bar  
 - Instance on Windage Adjustment Bar  
 - Instance on Launcher / Launcher Arm  

Total Cosmetic Quality   
Total Number of Points  (out of 8 possible)  
Total Average % Craftsmanship / Quality (sum of points / 8)  

 
Results: 
 
 

���� Arrow Rest Appearance 
Quality (pts) 

Rank 

� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ���� � ��" #� � � 
 ��� ���� 8 1 
� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 �� � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � 	 � ���� 7 2 

� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � ! � � � � � � � ���� 7 2 
� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � !� � " �� � � �� ) � �� 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � ! ���� 7 2 

� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( (� ) * * ! �+� � � �" � � � � 
 �1( ( &&&&� �� �� �� � ���� 6 5 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
%� � �� � � � 
 �, � 
 
 ���� 6 5 

� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � �� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � �� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � �� � � � 	 ! �� � � � � �� 	 � � � ! �$ ) � 
 � � ���� 6 5 
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 �� � � ��
 ! 0/ ) � � 
 �� � � ��
 ! 0/ ) � � 
 �� � � ��
 ! 0/ ) � � 
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The MAXIMUM number of points achievable for this section is 13 
 

Objective:  The objective of the Functionality test is to provide an assessment of the functional characteristics 
of each rest and the equipment provided by each manufacturer.   
 
Rationale:  In general, the reason archers use drop-away arrow rests is for the convenience that they offer in 
the clearance and tuning areas.  The theory behind these types of rests is that the launcher moves out of the way 
of the arrow's path providing fletching clearance during every shot.  Because of this, the tuning effort is 
significantly reduced.   
 
Procedure:  To assess clearance, each rest is mounted and tuned for both center-shot and elevation on a Ben 
Pearson Stealth bow per the manufacturers' direction (with the exception of the Schaffer MAT-1, which was 
attached to a Switchback XT).  No adjustments are made to spring tension; in this respect, the clearance tests are 
performed on the rest as it is out of the package.  The bow is then mounted on the Hooter Shooter and drawn 
back (AMO draw length is 28.75 inches; bow is set to 67 pounds and a 350 grain GoldTip arrow is used).  Upon 
triggering the Hooter Shooter's release, High-Speed video equipment is also triggered to capture the arrow flight 
across the rest.  An assessment of clearance is made with the cock vane in both the up and down positions.  
Attachment options are assessed via inspection of each rest and associated equipment.  An additional point is 
given if a quick attachment option is provided (no serving or cable slide needed).  Finally, a point is given for the 
convenience of placing an arrow on the rest instead of having to feed it through the rest (e.g. original whisker 
biscuit). 
 
Assumptions:  An assumption is made that the manufacturer's suggested setup for each rest is ideal for 
fletching clearance.  Minor adjustments and tuning efforts could affect the results. 
 
Score Sheet: 
 

Functionality  

Clearance (Reference Fletching Clearance Video) Yes = 4, No = 0  
 - Fletching clearance with cock vane down   
 - Fletching clearance with cock vane up  

Attachment Options Yes = 1, No = 0  
 - cable slide  
 - down cord  
 - Other  
 - quick attachment (provided or not)  

Arrow Placement 
Set on =1 

Feed through = 0 
 - set on or feed through   

 
Results: 

Arrow Rest Functionality (pts) Rank 
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The ªOverall Performance Best Picksº are provided in the following table.  The percentage of points each rest 
received with respect to the highest scoring rest in each of the test categories was used to determine the total 
number of percentage points (highest scoring rest for a test category receives 100 percentage points for that 
category).  This provides a truly comparative analysis of how each rest placed relative to its competitors based 
solely on the criteria outlined in this test with no weighting added.  For personalized rankings of each rest, please 
see the Drop Away Results spreadsheet (see Note below). 
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The ªBang for the Buck Best Picksº are provided in the following table.  The percentage of points each rest 
received with respect to the highest scoring rest in each of the test categories was used to determine the total 
number of percentage points (see ªOverall Performance Best Picksº section above).  The MSRP for each rest 
was then divided into the total percentage points, providing a ªpercentage points per dollarº assessment.  This 
assessment is based solely on the criteria outlined in this test and no additional weighting is added.  For 
personalized rankings of each rest, please see the Drop Away Results spreadsheet (see Note below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  The Drop Away Results spreadsheet reflects rankings of the top 3 rests in Performance and "Bang for the 
Buck" according to the weightings and costs input by the individual archer as well as the results of the Face-Off 
test categories.  It is not intended to lead anyone to a purchase decision as there are important factors for 
consideration that were not / could not be tested during this evaluation.  Rather, this table is for reference only 
and is provided solely as a convenience to the user.   Rankings should be viewed within this context and do not 
represent a recommendation. 
 
 

Arrow Rest MSRP Total Percentage 
Points 

Rank 
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Arrow Rest MSRP Total Percentage 
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Instruments for weight and measurements:  

·  TENMA 72-7255 Electronic Balance 
·  Mitutoyo Digimatic Micrometer 

 
Instruments used for Containment:  

·  Hand winch 
·  Inclinometer (Angle Finder) 

 
Instruments used for Noise Output / Abrasion:  

·  Extech Instruments Digital Sound Level Meter 
 
Instruments used for Functionality:  

·  Hooter Shooter 
·  Vision Research High-Speed Video equipment 
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